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House of Burgess: Facebook wants your body parts 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


On May 1, Facebook announced it had finally come for your organs. 


Well, not exactly, but it does want to know if you’d be willing to 


donate them post mortem. 


“Nearly 25 years ago, Sheryl Sandberg and Andrew Cameron met at 
Harvard,” according to the San Jose Mercury News. “Now the chief 
operating officer of Facebook and the transplant surgeon at Johns 


Hopkins Hospital are teaming up with Facebook founder Mark 


Zuckerberg to turn the social network with 900 million users into a 


powerful tool to save lives.” 


Maybe it’s not helping that I’ve been listening to the audio book 
version of Aldous Huxley’s dystopian classic “Brave New World” on 
the way to and from work, but I as instantly suspicious of this idea the 
second I heard about it. All I could imagine was waking up in a hotel 
bathtub filled with ice with Zuckerberg standing above me witha 


rusty scalpel, telling me to hold still. 


“By the end of the day [on May 1], 6,000 people had enrolled through 
22 state registries, according to Donate Life America, which promotes 
donations and is working with Facebook. On a normal day, those 


states together see less than 400 sign up,” said The Associated Press. 


Once I looked into the details of this program, I instantly recognized 
its place in Facebook’s dastardly overarching plan: the switch to the 
dreaded “timeline.” Previously, one’s Facebook profile worked like 
most other things you’re likely to look at online: a simple, 
chronological list. Now everyone’s Facebook page, whether you like it 
or not, has been switched to an incomprehensible jumble of refuse 
that includes everything from the song you just heard all the way back 
to the day you were born. The upshot is that the Facebook wants it 
all. And it doesn’t matter if something happened before, during or 


after you joined Facebook. 


“With the addition of ‘organ donor’ to the Life Events section of 

timeline, you can state your intention to become an organ donor, and 
share your story about when, where or why you decided to become a 
donor,” read a note posted on Facebook’s “Help Center.” “In order to 


share this life event, you need to upgrade to timeline.” 


The change to the timeline setting is by far the worst of Facebook’s 
many changes. Facebook has been on the Too Much Information tip 
for quite some time now. You’ll never catch Facebook as an 
organization saying, “We’re just going to leave things as is.” Let me 
be clear: I fully support the idea of organ donation. I do not begrudge 
the efforts of those committed to responsibly raising both awareness 
and physical donations. And it is obvious Facebook as a phenomenon 
has really tapped into something. Everyone from my great aunt, who 


is 91, to my pre-high-school-aged stepniece has a Facebook account. 


If someone put a gun to your head and demanded you publicly reveal 
your most personal details you’d resist with all your might. But 
somehow Facebook has convinced people to give this up happily. Am I 
an organ donor? Well, you don’t need to know. Do you, Facebook? And 
what are you so interested in my organs for, anyhow? I don’t go 
anywhere without my wallet. The answer is on my driver’s license. 


Besides, if medical professionals are trolling my Facebook profile for 


my donation status instead of trying to save my life, I’m going to have 


a problem with that too. 


But I would seriously consider giving an organ right now to have my 


old Facebook settings back. 


